LIFE OF
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
THE CREATION
INTRODUCTOR Y REMARKS
Of the visions of her childhood Sister Emmerich tells
us: When in my sixth year I reflected on the first article of
the Apostles' Creed, "I believe in God, the Father
Almighty, Creator of Heaven and earth," there passed
before my soul innumerable pictures of the creation of
Heaven and earth. I saw the Fall of the angels, the crea
tion of the earth and Paradise, that of Adam and Eve, and
the Fall of man. I thought everyone saw this as we do
other things around us, and I spoke of it freely to my
parents, brothers, sisters, and playmates. But they laughed
at me. They asked me whether I had a book containing all
these things, and so I began to keep silence concerning
them. I thought, though without much reflection, that
perhaps it was not proper to speak on such subjects.
I had these visions by night and by day, in the fields, in
the house, sitting or walking, and when engaged in all
kinds of employments. One day at school, I happened to
speak of the Resurrection, describing it differently from
what we had been taught. I felt certain that everyone knew
it just as I did. I did not dream that there was anything
peculiar in my account of it. But the children gazed at me
in wonder and laughed, while the master reproved me gra
vely, and warned me not to indulge such imaginations. My
visions continued, but I kept them to myself. I was like a
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child looking at a picture book, explaining the pictures in
its' own way, but not thinking much about their meaning.
They represented the saints or scenes from Sacred History,
sometimes in one way, sometimes in another. They pro
duced no change in my faith, they were merely my picture
book. I gazed upon them quietly and always with the good
thought: All to the greater glory of God! In spiritual
things, I have never put faith in anything but what God
the Lord has revealed to the Catholic Church for our
belief, whether it be written or not. I have never believed
so firmly what I have seen in vision. I looked upon the lat
ter as I devoutly regard, here and there, the various Cribs
at Christmas. I feel no annoyance at their difference in
style, for in each I adore the same dear little Infant Jesus.
And so it is with those pictures of the creation of Heaven,
earth, and man. In them I adore God the Lord, the
Almighty Creator of Heaven and earth.
I. FALL OF THE ANGELS
I saw spreading out before me a boundless, resplendent
space, above which floated a globe of light shining like a
sun. I felt that It was the Unity of the Trinity. In my own
mind, I named It the ONE VOICE, and I watched It pro
ducing Its effects. Below the globe of light arose con
centric circles of radiant choirs of spirits, wondrously
bright and strong and beautiful. This second world of light
floated like a sun under that higher Sun.
These choirs came forth from the higher Sun, as if born
of love. Suddenly I saw some of them pause, rapt in the
contemplation of their own beauty. They took compla
cency in self, they sought the highest beauty in self, they
thought but of self, they existed but in self.
At first all were lost in contemplation out of self, but
soon some of them rested in self. At that instant, I saw this
part of the glittering choirs hurled down, their beauty sunk
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in darkness, while the others, thronging quickly together,
filled up their vacant places. And now the good angels oc
cupied a smaller space. I did not see them leaving their
places to pursue and combat the fallen choirs. The bad
angels rested in self and fell away, while those that did not
follow their example thronged into their vacant places. All
this was instantaneous.
Then rising from below, I saw a dark disc, the future
abode of the fallen spirits. I saw that they took possession
of it against their will. It was much smaller than the
sphere from which they had fallen, and they appeared to
me to be closely crowded together.
I saw the Fall of the angels in my childhood and ever
after, day and night, I dreaded their influence. I thought
they must do great harm to the earth, for they are always
around it. It is well they have no bodies, else they would
obscure the light of the sun. We should see them floating
around us like shadows.
Immediately after the Fall, I saw the spirits in the shin
ing circles humbling themselves before God. They did
homage to Him and implored pardon for the fallen angels.
At that moment I saw a movement in the luminous
sphere in which God dwelt. Until then it had been motion
less and, as I felt, awaiting that prayer.
After that action on the part of the angelic choirs, I felt
assured that they would remain steadfast, that they would
never fall away. It was made known to me that God in His
judgment, in His eternal sentence against the rebel angels,
decreed the reign of strife until their vacant thrones are
filled. But to fill those thrones seemed to me almost im
possible, for it would take so long. The strife will,
however, be upon the earth. There will be no strife above,
for God has so ordained.
After I had received this assurance, I could no longer
sympathize with Lucifer, for I saw that he had cast him
self down by his own free, wicked will. Neither could I
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feel such anger against Adam. On the contrary, I felt great
sympathy for him because I thought: It has been thus or
dained.
2. CREATION OF THE EARTH
Immediately after the prayer of the faithful choirs and
that movement in the Godhead, I saw below me, not far
from and to the right of the world of shadows, another
dark globe arise.
I fixed my eyes steadily upon it. I beheld it as if in
movement, growing larger and larger, as it were, bright
spots breaking out upon it and encircling it like luminous
bands. Here and there, they stretched out into brighter,
broader plains, and at that moment I saw the form of the
land setting boundaries to the water. In the bright places I
saw a movement as of life, and on the land I beheld
vegetation springing forth and myriads of living things
arising. Child that I was, I fancied the plants were moving
about.
Up to this moment, there was only a gray light like the
sunrise, like early morn breaking over the earth, like
nature awakening from sleep.
And now all other parts of the picture faded. The sky
became blue, the sun burst forth, but I saw only one part
of the earth lighted up and shining. That spot was charm
ing, glorious, and I thought: There's Paradise!
While these changes were going on upon the dark globe,
I saw, as it were, a streaming forth of light out of that
highest of all the spheres, the God-sphere, that sphere in
which God dwelt.
It was as if the sun rose higher in the heavens, as if
bright morning were awakening. It was the first morning.
No created being had any knowledge of it, and it seemed
as if all those created things had been there forever in
their unsullied innocence. As the sun rose higher, I saw
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the plants and trees growing larger and larger. The waters
became clearer and holier, colors grew purer and
brighter-all was unspeakably charming. Creation was not
then as it is now. Plants and flowers and trees hdd other
forms. They are wild and misshapen now compared with
what they were, for all things are now thoroughly degener
ate.
When looking at the plants and fruits of our gardens.
apricots, for instance, which in southern climes are. as I
have seen. so different from ours, so large, magnificent,
and delicious, I often think: As miserable as are our fruits
compared with those of the South, are the latter when
compared with the fruits of Paradise. I saw there roses,
white and red. and I thought them symbols of Christ's
Passion and our Redemption. I saw also palm trees and
others, high and spreading which cast their branches afar,
as if forming roofs.
Before the sun appeared, earthly things were puny; but
in his beams they gradually increased in size, until they at
tained full growth.
The trees did not stand close together. Of all plants, at
least of the largest, I saw only one of each kind. and they
stood apart like seedlings set out in a garden bed. Vegeta
tion was luxuriant, perfectly green, of a species pure,
sound, and exempt from decay. Nothing appeared to
receive or to need the attention of an earthly gardener. I
thought: How is it that all is so beautiful, since as yet there
are no human beings! Ah! Sin has not yet entered. There
has been no destruction, no rending asunder. All is sound.
all is holy. As yet there has been no healing, no repairing.
All is pure, nothing has needed purification.
The plain that I beheld was gently undulating and
covered with vegetation. In its center rose a fountain, from
all sides of which flowed streams. crossing one another
and mingling their waters. I saw in them first a slight
movement as of life, and then I saw living things. After
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that I saw, here and there among the shrubs and bushes,
animals peeping forth, as if just roused from sleep. They
were very different from those of a later day, not at all
timorous. Compared with those of our own time, they
were almost as far their superior as men are superior to
beasts. They were pure and noble, nimble, and joyous.
Words cannot describe them. I was not familiar with many
of them, for I saw very few like those we have now. I saw
the elephant, the stag, the camel, and even the unicorn.
This last I saw also in the ark. It is remarkably gentle and
affectionate, not so tall as a horse, its head more rounded
in shape. I saw no asses, no insects, no wretched,
loathsome creatures. These last I have always looked upon
as a punishment of sin. But I saw myriads of birds and
heard the sweetest notes as in the early morning. There
were no birds of prey that I could see, nor did I hear any
animals bellowing.
Paradise is still in existence, but it is utterly impossible
for man to reach it. I have seen that it still exists in all its
splendor. It is high above the earth and in an oblique
direction from it, like the dark globe of the angels fallen
from Heaven.
3. ADAM AND EVE
I saw Adam created, not in Paradise, but in the region
in which Jerusalem was subsequently situated. I saw him
come forth glittering and white from a mound of yellow
earth, as if out of a mold. The sun was shining and I
thought (I was only a child when I saw it) that the sun
beams drew Adam out of the hillock. He was, as it were,
born of the virgin earth. God blessed the earth, and it
became his mother. He did not instantly step forth from
the earth. Some time elapsed before his appearance. He
lay in the hillock on his left side, his arm thrown over his
head, a light vapor covering him as with a veil. I saw a
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figure in his right side, and I became conscious that it was
Eve, and that she would be drawn from him in Paradise
by God. God called him. The hillock opened, and Adam
stepped gently forth. There were no trees around, only lit
tle flowers. I had seen the animals also, coming forth from
the earth in pure singleness, the females separate from the
males.
And now I saw Adam borne up on high to a garden, to
Paradise.
God led all the animals before him in Paradise, and he
named them. They followed him and gamboled around
him, for all things served him before he sinned. All that he
named, afterward followed him to earth. Eve had not yet
been formed from him.
I saw Adam in Paradise among the plants and flowers,
and not far from the fountain that played in its center. He
was awaking, as if from sleep. Although his person was
more like to flesh than to spirit. yet he was dazzlingly
white. He wondered at nothing, nor was he astonished at
his own existence. He went around among the trees and
the animals, as if he were used to them all, like a man in
specting his fields.
Near the tree by the water arose a hill. On it I saw
Adam reclining on his left side, his left hand under his
cheek. God sent a deep sleep on him and he was rapt in
vision. Then from his right side, from the same place in
which the side of Jesus was opened by the lance, God
drew Eve. I saw her small and delicate. But she quickly
increased in size until full-grown. She was exquisitely
beautiful. Were it not for the Fall, all would be born in the
same way, in tranquil slumber.
The hill opened, and at Adam's side arose a crystalline
rock, formed apparently of precious stones. At Eve's, lay a
white valley covered with something like fine white pollen.
When Eve had been formed, I saw that God gave some
thing, or allowed something to flow upon Adam. It was as
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if there streamed from the Godhead, apparently in human
form, currents of light from forehead, mouth, breast, and
hands. They united into a globe of light, which entered
Adam's right side whence Eve had been taken. Adam
alone received it. It was the germ of God's Blessing, which
was threefold. The Blessing that Abraham received from
the angel was one. It was of similar form, but not so
luminous. Eve arose before Adam, and he gave her his
hand. They were like two unspeakably noble and beautiful
children, perfectly luminous. and clothed with beams of
light as with a veil. From Adam's mouth I saw issuing a
broad stream of glittering light, and upon his forehead was
an expression of great majesty. Around his mouth played
a sunbeam, but there was none around Eve's. I saw
Adam's heart very much the same as in men of the present
day, but his breast was surrounded by rays of light. In the
middle of his heart, I saw a sparkling halo of glory. In it
was a tiny figure as if holding something in its hand. I
think it symbolized the Third Person of the Godhead.
From the hands and feet of Adam and Eve, shot rays of
light. Their hair fell in five glittering tresses, two from the
temples, two behind the ears, and one from the back of the
head.
I have always thought that by the Wounds of Jesus
there were opened anew in the human body portals closed
by Adam's sin. I have been given to understand that
Longinus opened in Jesus' Side the gate of regeneration to
eternal life, therefore no one entered Heaven while that
gate was closed.
The glittering beams on Adam's head denoted his abun
dant fruitfulness, his glory, his connection with other
radiations. And all this shining beauty is restored to
glorified souls and bodies. Our hair is the ruined, the ex
tinct glory; and as is this hair of ours to rays of light, so is
our present flesh to that of Adam before the Fall. The
sunbeams around Adam's mouth bore reference to a holy
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posterity from God, which, had it not been for the Fall,
would have been effectuated by the spoken word.
Adam stretched forth his hand to Eve. They left the
charming spot of Eve's creation and went through
Paradise, looking at everything, rejoicing in everything.
That place was the highest in Paradise. All was more ra
diant, more resplendent there than elsewhere.
4. THE TREE OF LIFE AND
THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE
In the center of the glittering garden, I saw a sheet of
water in which lay an island connected with the opposite
land by a pier. Both island and pier were covered with
beautiful trees, but in the middle of the former stood one
more magnificent than the others. It towered high over
them as if guarding them. Its roots extended over the
whole island as did also its branches, which were broad
below and tapering to a point above. Its boughs were
horizontaL and from them arose others like little trees.
The leaves were fine, the fruit yellow and sessile in a leafy
calyx like a budding rose. It was something like a cedar. I
do not remember ever having seen Adam, Eve, or any
animal near that tree on the island. But I saw beautiful
noble-looking white birds and heard them singing in its
branches. That Tree was the Tree of Life.
Just before the pier that led to the island, stood the Tree
of Knowledge. The trunk was scaly like that of the palm.
The leaves, which spread out directly from the stem, were
very large and broad, in shape like the sole of a shoe. Hid
den in the forepart of the leaves, hung the fruit clustering
in fives, one in front, and four around the stem. The
yellow fruit had something of the shape of an apple,
though more of the nature of a pear or fig. It had five ribs
uniting in a little cavity. It was pulpy like a fig inside, of
the color of brown sugar, and streaked with blood-red
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veins. The tree was broader above than below, and its
branches struck deep roots into the ground. I see a species
of this tree still in warm countries. Its branches throw
down shoots to the earth where they root and rise as new
trunks. These in turn send forth branches, and so one such
tree often covers a large tract of country. Whole families
dwell under the dense foliage.
At some distance to the right of the Tree of Knowledge,
I saw a small, oval, gently sloping hill of glittering red
grains and all kinds of precious stones. It was terraced
with crystals. Around it were slender trees just high
enough to intercept the view. Plants and herbs grew
around it and they, like the trees, bore colored hlossoms
and nutritious fruits.
At some distance to the left of the Tree of Knowledge, I
saw a slope, a little dale. It looked like soft clay, or like
mist, and it was covered with tiny white flowers and
pollen. Here too were various kinds of vegetation, but all
colorless, more like pollen than fruit.
It seemed as if these two, the hill and the dale, bore
some reference to each other, as if the hill had been taken
out of the dale, or as if something from the former was to
be transplanted into the latter. They were to each other
what the seed is to the field. Both seemed to me holy, and
I saw that both, but especially the h ill, shone with light.
Between them and the Tree of Knowledge arose different
kinds of trees and bushes. They were all, like everything
else in nature, transparent as if formed of light.
These two places were the abodes of our first parents.
The Tree of Knowledge separated them. I think that God,
after the creation of Eve, pointed out those places to them.
I saw that Adam and Eve were little together at first. I
saw them perfectly free from passion, each in a separate
abode. The animals were indescribably noble-looking and
resplendent, and they served Adam and Eve. All had, ac
cording to their kind, certain retreats, abodes, and walks
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apart. The different spheres contained in themselves some
great mystery of the Divine Law, and all were connected
with one another.

SIN AND ITS CONSEQUENCES
I. THE FALL

I saw Adam and Eve walking through Paradise for the
first time. The animals ran to meet and follow them, but
they appeared to be more familiar with Eve than with
Adam. Eve was in fact more taken up with the earth and
created things. She glanced below and around more fre
quently than Adam. She appeared the more inquisitive of
the two. Adam was more silent, more absorbed in God.
Among the animals was one that followed Eve more
closely than the others. It was a singularly gentle and win
ning, though artful creature. I know of none other to
which I might compare it. It was slender and glossy, and it
looked as if it had no bones. It walked upright on its short
hind feet, its pointed tail trailing on the ground. Near the
head, which was round with a face exceedingly shrewd, it
had little short paws, and its wily tongue was ever in mo
tion. The color of the neck, breast, and underpart of the
body was pale yellow, and down the back it was a mottled
brown very much the same as an eel. It was about as tall
as a child of ten years. It was constantly around Eve, and
so coaxing and intelligent, so nimble and supple that she
took great delight in it. But to me there was something
horrible about it. I can see it distinctly even now. I never
saw it touch either Adam or Eve. Before the Fall, the dis
tance between man and the lower animals was great, and I
never saw the first human beings touch any of them. They
had, it is true, more confidence in man, but they kept at a
certain distance from him.
When Adam and Eve returned to the region of shining
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light, a radiant Figure like a majestic man with glittering
white hair stood before them. He pointed around, and in
few words appeared to be giving all things over to them
and to be commanding them something. They did not look
intimidated, but listened to him naturally. When he
vanished, they appeared more satisfied, more happy. They
appeared to understand things better, to find more order
in things, for now they felt gratitude, but Adam more than
Eve. She thought more of their actual bliss and of the
things around them than of thanking for them. She did not
rest in God so perfectly as did Adam, her soul was more
taken up with created things. I think Adam and Eve went
around Paradise three times.
Again I saw Adam on the shining hill upon which God
had formed the woman from a rib of his side as he lay
buried in sleep. He stood alone under the trees lost in grat
itude and wonder. I saw Eve near the Tree of Knowledge,
as if about to pass it, and with her that same animal more
wily and sportive than ever. Eve was charmed with the
serpent; she took great delight in it. It ran up the Tree of
Knowledge until its head was on a line with hers. Then
clinging to the trunk with its hind feet, it moved its head
toward hers and told her that, if she would eat of the fruit
of that tree, she would no longer be in servitude, she
would become free, and understand how the multiplica
tion of the human race was to be effected. Adam and Eve
had already received the command to increase and
multiply, but I understood that they did not know as yet
how God willed it to be brought about. I saw, too, that
had they known it and yet sinned after that knowledge,
Redemption would not have been possible. Eve now
became more thoughtful. She appeared to be moved by
desire for what the serpent had promised. Something
degrading took possession of her. It made me feel anxious.
She glanced toward Adam, who was still quietly standing
under the trees. She called him, and he came.
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Eve started to meet him, but turned back. There was a
restlessness, a hesitancy about her movements. Again she
started, as if intending to pass the tree, but once more
hesitated, approached it from the left, and stood behind it,
screened by its long, pendent leaves. The tree was broader
above than below, and its wide, leafy branches drooped to
the ground. Just within Eve's reach hung a remarkably
fine bunch of fruit.
And now Adam approached. Eve caught him by the
arm and pointed to the talking animal, and he listened to
its words. When Eve laid her hand on Adam's arm, she
touched him for the first time. He did not touch her, but
the splendor around them grew dim.
I saw the animal pointing to the fruit, but he did not
venture to snap it off for Eve. But when the longing for it
arose in her heart, he broke off and handed her the central
and most beautiful piece of the clustering five.
And now I saw Eve draw near to Adam, and offer him
the fruit. Had he refused it, sin would not have been com
mitted. I saw the fruit break, as it were, in Adam's hand.
He saw pictures in it, and it was as if he and Eve were in
structed upon what they should not have known. The in
terior of the fruit was blood-red and full of veins. I saw
Adam and Eve losing their brilliancy and diminishing in
stature. It was as if the sun went down. The animal glided
down the tree, and I saw it running off on all fours.
I did not see the fruit taken into the mouth as we now
take food in eating, but it disappeared between Adam and
Eve.
I saw that while the serpent was still in the tree, Eve
sinned, for her consent was with the temptation. I learned
also at that moment what I cannot clearly repeat; namely,
that the serpent was, as it were, the embodiment of Adam
and Eve's will, a being by which they could do all things,
could attain all things. Here it was that Satan entered.
Sin was not completed by eating the forbidden fruit. But

The Fall

15

that fruit from the tree which, rooting its branches in the
earth thus sent out new shoots, and which continued to do
the same after the Fall, conveyed the idea of a more ab
solute propagation, a sensual implanting in self at the cost
of separation from God. So, along with disobedience,
there sprang from their indulgence that severing of the
creature from God, that planting in self and through self,
and those selfish passions in human nature. He that uses
the fruit solely for the enjoyment it affords, must accept as
the consequence of his act the subversion, the debasement
of nature as well as sin and death.
The blessing of a pure and holy multiplying out of God
and by God, which Adam had received after the creation
of Eve was, in consequence of that indulgence, withdrawn
from him; for I saw that the instant Adam left his hill to
go to Eve, the Lord grasped him in the back and took
something from him. From that something, I felt that the
world's salvation would come.
Once on the Feast of the Holy and Immaculate Concep
tion, God gave me a vision of that mystery. I saw enclosed
in Adam and Eve the corporal and spiritual life of all
mankind. I saw that by the Fall it became corrupted,
mixed up with evil, and that the bad angels had acquired
power over it. I saw the Second Person of the Godhead
come down and, with something like a crooked blade, take
the Blessing from Adam before he had sinned. At the
same instant, I saw the Virgin issuing from Adam's side
like a little luminous cloud, and soaring all resplendent up
to God.
By the reception of the fruit, Adam and Eve became, as
it were, intoxicated, and their consent to sin wrought in
them a great change. It was the serpent in them. Its nature
pervaded theirs, and then came the tares among the wheat.
As punishment and reparation, circumcision was in
stituted. As the vine is pruned that it may not run wild,
may not become sour and unfruitful, so must it be done to

16

L(fe ()f Jesus Chrisl

man that he may regain his lost perfection. Once when the
reparation of the Fall was shown me in symbolical pic
tures, I saw Eve in the act of issuing from Adam's side,
and even then stretching out her neck after the forbidden
fruit. She ran quickly to the tree and clasped it in her
arms. In an opposite picture, I saw Jesus born of the Im
maculate Virgin. He ran straight to the Cross and
embraced it. I saw posterity obscured and ruined by Eve,
but again purified by the Passion of Jesus. By the pains of
penance must the evil love of self be rooted out of the
flesh. The word of the Epistle that the son of the
handmaid shall not be joint heir, I always understood to
mean the flesh and slavish subjection thereto, typified
under the figure of the handmaid. Marriage is a state of
penance. It calls for prayer, fasting, alms-deeds, renuncia
tion, and the intention to increase the Kingdom of God.
Adam and Eve before sin were very differently con
stituted from what we, poor, miserable creatures now are.
With the reception of the forbidden fruit, they imbibed a
material existence. Spirit became matter; flesh, an instru
ment, a vessel. At first they were one in God, they sought
self in God; but afterward they stood apart from God in
their own will. And this self-will is self-seeking, a lusting
after sin and impurity. By eating the forbidden fruit. man
turned away from his Creator. It was as if he drew crea
tion into himself. All creative power, operations, and at
tributes, their commingling with one another and with all
nature, became in man material things of different forms
and functions.
Once man was endowed with the kingship of nature, but
now all in him has become nature. He is now one of its
slaves, a master conquered and fettered. He must now
struggle and fight with nature-but I cannot clearly ex
press it. It was as if man once possessed all things in God,
their Creator and their Center; but now he made himself
their center, and they became his master.
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1 saw the interior, the organs of man as if in the flesh, in
corporeal, corruptible images of creatures, as well as their
relations with one another, from the stars down to the
tiniest living thing. All exert an influence on man. He is
connected with all of them; he must act and struggle
against them, and from them suffer. But I cannot express
it clearly since I, too, am a member of the fallen race.
Man was created to fill the choirs of the fallen angels.
Were it not for the Fall of Adam, the human race would
have increased only till the number of the fallen angels
was reached, and then the world would have come to an
end. Had Adam and Eve lived to see even one sinless
generation, they would not have fallen. I am certain that
the world will last until the number of the fallen angels has
been filled, until the wheat shall have been reaped from
the chaff.
Once I had a great and connected vision of sin and the
whole plan of Redemption. I sawall mysteries clearly and
distinctly, but it is impossible for me to put all into words.
I saw sin in its innumerable ramifications from the Fall of
the angels and from Adam's Fall down to the present day.
and I sawall the preparations for the repairing and
redeeming down to the coming and death of Jesus. Jesus
showed me the extraordinary blending, the intrinsic
uncleanness of all creatures, as well as all that He had
done from the very beginning for their purification and
restoration.
At the Fall of the angels, myriads of bad spirits de
scended to earth and into the air. I saw many creatures
under the influence of their wrath, possessed by them in
many ways.
The first man was an image of God, he was like Heaven;
all was one in him, all was one with him. His form was a
reproduction of the Divine Prototype. He was destined to
possess and to enjoy earth and all created things. but hold
ing them from God and giving thanks for them. Man was,
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however, free; therefore was he subjected to trial, therefore
was he forbidden to eat of the Tree of Knowledge. In the
beginning, all was smooth and level. When the little mound,
the shining hill upon which Adam stood arose, when the
white, blooming vale by which I saw Eve standing was
hollowed out, the corruptor was already near.
After the Fall, all was changed. All forms of creation
were produced in self, dissipated in self. What had been
one became many, creatures no longer looked to God
alone, each was concentrated in self.
Mankind at first numbered two, then three, and at last
they became innumerable. They had been images of God;
but after the Fall, they became images of self, which im
ages originated in sin. Sin placed them in communication
with the fallen angels. They sought all their good in self
and the creatures around them with all of whom the fallen
angels had connection; and from that interminable blend
ing, that sinking of his noble faculties in self and in fallen
nature, sprang manifold wickedness and misery.
My Affianced showed me this clearly, distinctly, in
telligibly, more clearly than one beholds the things of
daily life. At the time, I thought that a child might com
prehend it, but now I cannot repeat it. He showed me the
whole plan of Redemption with the way in which it was to
be effected, as also all that He Himself had done. I saw
that it is not right to say that God need not have become
man, need not have died for us upon the Cross; that He
could, by virtue of His omnipotence, have redeemed us
otherwise. I saw that He did what He did in conformity
with His own infinite perfection, His mercy, and His
justice; that there is indeed no necessity in God, He does
what He does, He is what He is!
I saw Melchisedech as an angel and a type of Jesus, as a
priest upon the earth; inasmuch as the priesthood is in
God, he was an angel priest of the eternal hierarchy. I saw
him preparing, founding, building up, and separating tne
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human family, and acting toward them as a guide. I saw
too, Enoch and Noe, what they represented, what they
effected; on the other side, I saw the ever-active empire of
Hell and the infinitely varied manifestations and effects of
an earthly, carnal, diabolical idolatry. And I saw in all
these manifestations similar pestiferous forms and figures
leading, so to say, by a secret, inborn necessity and an
uninterrupted process of dissolution to sin and corruption.
In this manner, I saw sin and the prophetic, foreshadow
ing figures of Redemption which, in their way, were im
ages of divine power as man himself in the image of God.
All were shown me from Abraham to Moses, from Moses
to the Prophets. also the way in which they were con
nected and their reference to similar types in our own day.
Thus, for instance, with these visions of the Old Testa
ment was connected the instruction I received upon the
reason priests no longer relieve or cure, why it is either
not in their power, or why it is now effected so differently
from what it used to be. I saw this gift of the priesthood
possessed by the Prophets, and the signification of the
form under which it was exercised was shown me. I saw,
for example, the history of Eliseus giving his staff to Giezi
to lay upon the dead child of the Sunamitess. In this staff
lay spiritually Eliseus's mission and power. It was, as it
were, his arm, the prolongation of his arm. And here I
saw the interior signification and power of a Bishop's
crozier and a monarch's scepter. If used with faith, they
unite both Bishop and monarch in a certain way with Him
from whom they hold their dignity, with God, marking
them out at the same time as distinct from all others. But
Giezi's faith was not firm, and the mother thought that
only through Eliseus himself could help be obtained; and
so between Eliseus's power from God and his staff, the
questionings of human presumption intervened, and the
staff cured not. Then I saw Eliseus praying and stretching
himself, hand to hand, mouth to mouth, breast to breast,
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upon the boy, and the soul of the boy returned to his
body. It was explained to me that this manner of healing
referred to and prefigured the death of Jesus. In Eliseus,
by faith and the power conferred by God, were opened
again in man all the avenues of grace and expiation that
had been closed after the Fall: viz., the head, the breast,
the hands, and the feet. Eliseus stretched himself as a liv
ing' symbolical cross upon the dead, closed cross of the
boy's form, and through his prayer of faith life was
restored. He expiated, he atoned for the sins the parents
had committed by their head, heart, hands, and feet-tiins
that had brought death to their boy. Side by side with the
above, I saw pictures of the Wounds of Jesus and of His
death upon the Cross, by which I traced the harmony be
tween Jesus and His Prophet. Since the Crucifixion of
Jesus, the gift of healing and repairing has existed in full
measure among the priests of His Church and in general
among faithful Christians; for in the same proportion as
we live in Him and are crucified with Him, are those
avenues of grace, His Sacred Wounds, opened to us. I
learned many things of the imposition of hands, the
efficacy of a benediction, and the influence exerted by the
hand, even at a distance-all was explained by the staff of
Eliseus, which symbolized the hand. That priests of the
present day so seldom cure and bless, was shown me in an
example significant to that conformity to Jesus upon
which depend all such effects. I saw three artists making
figures of wax. The first used beautiful white wax, and he
was both skillful and intelligent. But he was self-con
ceited, the image of Christ was not in him, and his work
was of no value. The second used wax not so white as that
of the first, and his indolence and self-will spoiled all. He
did nothing at all. The third was awkward and unskillful;
but he worked away in his simplicity and with great
diligence on common yellow wax. His work was excellent,
a speaking likeness, although the features were coarse. I
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saw renowned preachers vaunting their worldly wisdom,
but effecting nothing; while many a poor, unlettered man
exercises by the priestly power alone the gift of healing
and blessing.
It seemed to me, while all this was shown me, that I was
in school. My Affianced made me see how He had
suffered from His conception to His death, always expiat
ing, always satisfying for sin. I saw this in distinct visions
of His life. I saw too that, by prayer and the offering of
sufferings for others, many souls that have done no good
upon earth may be converted and saved at the hour of
death.
I saw also that the Apostles were sent over the greater
part of the earth to crush the power of Satan and to scatter
benedictions. It was just those regions into which they
went that had been most thoroughly infected by the evil
one. Jesus, by His perfect atonement, acquired that power
against Satan for such as had received or such as would
receive His Holy Spirit, and He secured it to them forever.
I was given to understand that the power to withdraw
various regions of the earth from Satan's dominion by
means of a blessing, is signified by the words: "Ye are the
salt of the earth." For the same reason is salt one of the in
gredients of holy water.
I saw, too, in this vision that the punctilios of sensual,
worldly life are most scrupulously observed. I saw the
malediction following the reversed blessing. I saw the pre
tended miracles in the kingdom of Satan. I saw that the wor
ship of nature, superstition, magic, mesmerism, worldly arts
and science, and all the means employed to smooth death
over, to make sin attractive, to lull the conscience, are prac
ticed with rigorous exactitude, even with fanaticism by the
very men who regard the ceremonies of the Holy Church as
superstitious forms, for which any other may be in
differently substituted. And yet these men subject their
whole life and all their actions to certain ceremonious ob
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servances. It is only of the kingdom of the God-Man that
they make no account. The world is served with perfection,
but the service of God is shamefully neglected!
2. THE PROMISE OF THE REDEEMER
After the Fall of Man, God made known to the angels
His plan for the restoration of the human race.
I saw the throne of God. I saw the Most Holy Trinity
and a movement in the Divine Persons. I saw the nine
choirs of angels and God announcing to them the way by
which He would restore the fallen race. I saw the inex
pressible joy and jubilation of the angels at the announce
ment.
I saw Adam's glittering rock of precious stones arise
before the throne of God, as if borne up by angels. It had
steps cut in it, it increased in size, it became a throne, a
tower, and it extended on all sides until it embraced all
things. I saw the nine choirs of angels around it, and
above the angels in Heaven, I saw the image of the Virgin.
It was not Mary in time; it was Mary in eternity, Mary in
God. The Virgin entered the tower, which opened to
receive her, and she appeared to become one with it. Then
I saw issuing from the Most Holy Trinity an apparition
which, likewise, went into the tower.
Among the angels, I noticed a kind of ostensorium at
which all were working. It was in shape like a tower, and
on it were all kinds of mysterious carving. Near it on
either side stood two figures, their joined hands embracing
it. At every instant it became larger and more magnificent.
I saw something from God passing through the angelic
choirs and going into the ostensorium. It was a shining
Holy Thing, and it became more clearly defined the
nearer it drew to the ostensorium. It appeared to me to be
the germ of the divine Blessing for a pure offspring which
had been given to Adam, but withdrawn when he was on
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the point of hearkening to Eve and consenting to eat the
forbidden fruit. It was the Blessing that was again
bestowed upon Abraham, withdrawn from Jacob, by
Moses deposited in the Ark of the Covenant, and lastly
received by Joachim, the father of Mary, in order that
Mary might be as pure and stainless in her Conception as
was Eve upon coming forth from the side of the sleeping
Adam. The ostensorium, likewise, went into the tower.
I saw too, a chalice prepared by the angels. It was of
the same shape as that used at the Last Supper, and it also
went into the tower. To the right of the tower, I saw, as if
on the edge of a golden cloud, grapevines and wheat in
tertwining like the fingers of clasped hands. From them
sprang a branch, a whole genealogical tree upon whose
boughs were little figures of males and females reaching
hands to one another. Its highest blossom was the Crib
with the Child.
Then I saw in pictures the mystery of Redemption from
the Promise down to the fullness of time, and in side pic
tures I saw counteracting influences at work. At last, over
the shining rock, I saw a large and magnificent church. It
was the One, Holy, Catholic Church, which bears living in
itself the salvation of the whole world. The connection of
these pictures one with another and their transition from
one to another was wonderful. Even what was evil and op
posed to the end in view, even what was rejected by the
angels as unfit, was made subservient to the development
of Redemption. And so, I saw the ancient Temple rising
from below; it was very large and like a church, but it had
no tower. It was pushed to one side by the angels, and
there it stood slanting. I saw a great mussel shell I make its
appearance and try to force its way into the old Temple;
but it, too, was hurried aside.
I saw appear a broad, lopped-off tower 2 through whose
numerous gateways figures like Abraham and the children
of Israel entered. It was significant of their bondage in
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Egypt. It was shoved aside, as well as another Egyptian
tower in staircase form. The latter was symbolical of
astrology and soothsaying. Then appeared an Egyptian
temple. It was pushed aside like the others, and remained
standing crooked.
At last, I saw a vision on earth such as God had shown
to Adam; viz., that a Virgin would arise and restore to
him the salvation he had forfeited. Adam knew not when
it would take place, and I saw his deep sadness because
Eve bore him only sons. But at last she had a daughter.
I saw Noe and his sacrifice at the time in which he
received from God the Blessing. Then I had visions of
Ahraham, of his Blessing, and of the promise of a son
Isaac. I saw the Blessing descending from firstborn to
firstborn, and always transmitted with a sacramental ac
tion. I saw Moses on the night of Israel's departure from
Egypt. getting possession of the Mystery, the Holy Thing,
of which none other knew save Aaron. I saw It afterward
in the Ark of the Covenant. Only the High Priests and cer
tain saints, by a revelation from God, had any knowledge
of it. I saw the transmitting of this Mystery through the
ancestry of Jesus Christ down to Joachim and Anne, the
purest and holiest couple that ever existed, and from
whom was born Mary, the spotless Virgin. And then I saw
Mary becoming the living Ark of God's Covenant.
I. Symbol "f pagan worship and mythology.
2. An Egyptian pyramid.

3. ADAM AND EVE DRIVEN FROM PARADISE
After some time, I saw Adam and Eve wandering about
in great distress. They were no longer beaming with light,
and they went about, one here, the other there, as if seek
ing something they had lost. They were ashamed of each
other. Every step they took led them downward, as if the
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ground gave way beneath their feet. They carried gloom
wherever they went; the plants lost their bright colors and
turned gray, and the animals fled before them. They
sought large leaves and wove them into a cincture for their
loins. They always wandered about separate.
After they had thus fled for a considerable time, the
region of refulgent light whence they had come began to
look like the summit of a distant mountain. Among the
bushes of a gloomy-looking plain, they hid themselves, but
apart. Then a voice from above called them, but they
would not obey the call. They were frightened, they fled
still further, and hid still deeper among the bushes. It
made me sad to see that. But the voice became more im
perative, and, in spite of their desire to flee and hide, they
were compelled to come forth.
The majestic Figure shining with light again appeared.
Adam and Eve with bowed head stepped from their hiding
places, but they dared not look upon their Lord. They
glanced at each other, and both acknowledged their guilt.
And now God pointed out to them a plain still lower than
the one on which they stood. On it were bushes and trees.
On reaching it, they became humble, and for the first
time, rightly understood their miserable condition. I saw
them praying when left there alone. They separated, fell
on their knees, and raised up their hands with tears and
cries. I thought as I gazed upon them how good it is to be
alone in prayer.
Adam and Eve were at this time clothed in a garment
that reached from the shoulders to the knee, and which
was girded at the waist by a strip of the inner bark of a
tree.
While our first parents were descending lower and lower
from the place of their creation, Paradise itself appeared,
like a cloud, to be mounting higher and higher above
them. Then a fiery ring, like the circle sometimes seen
around the sun and moon, came down from Heaven and
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settled around the height upon which was Paradise.
Adam and Eve had been only one day in Paradise. I
now see Paradise far, far off like a strip of land directly
under the point of sunrise. When the sun rises, it mounts
up from the right of that strip of land which lies east of the
Prophet Mountain and just where the sun rises. It looks to
me like an egg hanging over indescribably clear water
which separates it from the earth. The Prophet Mountain
is, as it were, a promontory rising up through that water.
On that mountain, one sees extraordinarily verdant
regions broken here and there by deep abysses and ravines
full of water. I have, indeed, seen people climbing up the
Prophet Mountain, hut they did not go far.
I saw Adam and Eve reach the earth, their place of pen
ance. Oh, what a touching sight--those two creatures ex
piating their fault upon the naked earth! Adam had been
allowed to bring an olive branch with him from Paradise,
and now he planted it. Later on, the Cross was made from
its wood. Adam and Eve were unspeakably sad. Where I
saw them, they could scarcely get a glimpse of Paradise,
and they were constantly descending lower and lower. It
seemed as if something revolved and they came at last,
through night and darkness, to the wretched, miserable
place upon which they had to do penance.
4. THE FAMILY OF ADAM
It was to the region of Mount Olivet that I saw Adam
and Eve come. The country was very different from what
it is at present, but I was assured that it was the same. I
saw Adam and Eve living and doing penance on that part
of Mount Olivet upon which Jesus sweat Blood. They
cultivated the soil. I saw them surrounded by sons. They
were in great distress, and they implored God to bestow
upon them a daughter, for they had received the Promise
that the woman's seed should crush the serpent's head.

